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Senſe of the great Exil of Sin, is eſſential to 
true Repentance. It may be laid down as 
a general Maxim, that ©* we cannot be ſui- 
tably affected towards Things, unleſs we ſee 
them as they are.“ Be they, on the one 
Hand, ever fo amiable and lovely, = if 
Heir Beauty is not ſeen, our Hearts will be untouch'd. Even 
We infinite Glory and Excellence of GOD will not excite 
bur Eſteem and Love, if we have no Senſe of it: And let 
he moral Beauty of the divineGovernment be ever ſo great, 
Itho it may raviſh the heavenly World, who lee it, yet we, 
hile blind to it, ſhall be wholly unmoved : And be the 
oſpel- way of Salvation, by free Grace thro* Zeſus Chriſt, 
ver ſo glorious, yet if the Glories of it are not diſcern'd, 
Fe may be far from admiring that divine Conſtitution.— 
do, on the other Hand, let Sin be ever ſo great an Evil, yet 
the great Evil of it is not ſeen, we ſhall never be ſuita Pl 
ﬀeRted towards it. Tho' it deſerves to be hated ever fo 
uch, and tho” there be ever ſo great Reaſon that we ſhould 
de humbled and abaſed before God on the Account of it, 
nd mourn in the Bitterneſs of our Hearts for it, and be a- 
rd of, and watch againſt it, as the greateſt of Evils ; 


# 


as committed againſt GOD. "i 


ſce blame our ſelves at all, it will be only as we have gone 
as welWntrary to ſuch Obligations as we are ſenſible of, Altho' 
hal may be to blame, in other Reſpects; yet we ſhall not 
SenſMWame our ſelves. If we be to blame, for inſtance, for go- 


g contrary to the Honour and Authority of God; yet 
ſhall not be diſpoſed to blame our ſelves on that Ac- 
unt, unleſs we are ſenſible, how that the Honour and 


e pen-W 


tance 
ove to 


| thro|Mluthority of God did oblige us. If we are ſorry for what 
: Buc have done, at any Time, it will be only on ſuch Ac- 
liateſſPunts, on which, we ſee, we have done Wrong; and for 
ſes thch Reaſons, for which, we ſee, we ought to have done 
4g ainſ Sherwiſe.—T hus,if we ſee our great Obligations to all Ho- 
Haul heſs and Righteouſneſs, ariſing from the Nature of: God, 
5 ſpiriW&$d the Reaſonableneſs of his Government, Sin will,accord- 
ibat ly, appear as an infinite Evil. But if we fee our ſelves 


der no Obligations to God, but merely in Way of Grati- 
de for the Kindneſſes we have received, we ſhall feel to 
ame for our Sins, only as they are Inſtances of Ingratitude. 
other nd in a Word, in what Reſpects ſoever, we ſee our ſelves 
Duty! dliged to do right, in thoſe Reſpects we ſhall feel ourſelves 
-2ry u blame when we do wrong; and that, in exact Proportion 
Cau che Weight, with which, a Senſe of our Obligations lies 
| our Spirits. 


to the Hence, 


Go Perſons of an Epicurean and Atheiſtical Temper, who ſee 
es maß emſelves under no Obligations to Virtue, but merely from 
eſs maß eſent Self- Intereſt, as a virtuous Conduct tends to their 
id haviieclent Eaſe, Profit & Honour; if they neglect their Duty, 


for the 


do wrong, they will blame themſelves, and be ſorry, 
various 


Ily becauſe they have hurt themſelves, and gone contrary 
—or ou their own Intereſt for this World. — But it Perſons have 
is oußz me belief of a future State, and of the Rewards and Pu- 
we ſhalfhments of another Life; they may be ſorry for their 
ns, becauſe by them they have forfeited Heaven, and expo- 
u themſelves to Hell.— Or if they are under the Influence 
they ar * compaſſionate Temper,or of natural Affection, and have 
K upoſhured a Neighbour, a Friend, or near Relative; Nature 
ver 7 prompt them, on that Account, to be ſorry.— Or, if they 
47 firmly 


ſee, that by their Sins, they have been guilty of great Iugy 


4 The great Evil of Si x, 


firmly believe, that God loves them, that Chriſt died {| 
them, and that they are made Heirs of eternal Glory; 2 


_ 
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titude towards their almighty Benefactor; they may, mere 
from natural Gratitude, be ſorry on that Account. But 
the great Evil of Sin, as it is AGAINST A GOD or INI N. 
Groxv, be not ſeen; they will not mourn for Sin on th 
Account, And yet if that which conſtitutes the great E 
ol Sia, is not ſeen; and Sin is not hated and mourned {© 
upon the Account of that, which is it's chief and princiq 
Malignity, our Repentance is not genuine, It is of Impai 
tance therefore, that we know wherein the great Evil ot 
does really conſiſt. —For which Purpoſe, let us attend 
the Words of our Text, which contains the Confeſſion of 


true Penitent, and exhibits the Sentiments of a contri 1 
Heart. Againſt Thee, Thee only, have 1 ſinned, 1 
Where 0}ſerve (1.) The particular Sins referred unto i 12 y 
theſe Words, viz. Murder and Adultery. For this Pag nd 
was compoſed after that Nathan the Prophet came to I mu 
vid, and reproved him, and denounced the Judgments Sia 
God againſt him for thoſe Sins. And in this Pſalm he the 

preſly refers to the Sin of Murder, which he had been gui Las 

of. Y. 14. Deliver me from Blood-guiltineſs,O God ! And my 

ſuppoſed, he has Reference to his other Sin, in thoſe Wor 7 * 
V. 10. Create in me a CLEAN Heart, O God ! —Now it is con Ho: 
monly and juſtly obſerved, that ſome Sins are immediately thor 
committed againſt GOD, ſuch as, Blaſphemy, Idolatry&c. wi... 

other Sins immediately reſpe& our Neighbour, and are | ery s 
jurious to him, as was David's Murder and Adultery.— A, de 
yet, it ſeems, it we injure our Neighbour, God is {iont arge. 
againſt, and we are to blame principally on that Account r wh 
For obſerve (2.) The great Evil of David's Sins, as ſet for this, 
in his Confeſſion, and that which made them ſo exceed, o/, 
hainous, was, that they were commited againſt God. Aga, ;1, 
Thee, Thee only (Thee chiefly and principally) have 1 #9 e. 
He had injured Uriah, and done wrong on that Accoul gg. di 


he had expoſed himſelf to Reproach among his Subje6 
and to Anguiſh in his own Heart, and was to * „ 
a bring 


at committed againſt GOD. 5 


lied (i neing ſo great a Calamity on himſelf. —But the Greatneſs 
/ > is Sin conſiſted in its being againſt God: And this ſeems 
log ſwallow up all his Heart, and to overwhelm him with 
ere Srrow. Againſt thee, thee only, have J ſinned. And on this 
Bu 


count, his Sin appeared ſo great to him, that he was 
ady to juſtify God, in the dreadful Sentence which God 
nounced againſt him, by Nathan the Prophet: That hig 
wes ſhould be defiled in the Sig ht of the Sun, the Sword never 
Wart from bis Houſe, and that his Child ſhould die.“ Thou 
t juſt when thou ſpeakeft, and clear when thou judged, ” 
od had ſent Nathan to charge home his Sin and Guile up- 
him, and to tell him, that by what he had done, he had 
piſed the Lord, and deſpiſed the Commandment of the Lord, 
d given Occaſion to the Enemies of God to blaſpbeme — 
e had deſpiſed the LORD, and deſpiſed the Commanament of 
LORD; tor God had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not Kill, Thou ſhalt 
8: commit idultery; for I am the LORD. But David had 
4 Jically ſaid, “ I will commit Adultery with Hathiſbeba, 
and gratity my Luſt, for all that God ſays : and I will 
murder her innocent Huſband Miab, that I may hide my 


rinci | 
Impoi 
il of & 
tend i 
on of 
conti 


DENT? Sia and Shame by this wicked Means, notwithſtanding 

he the divine Prohibition. 1 don't care for God, nor his 

N * Law, or Authority, ſo much, but that I will go thro? with 
7 


my Deſigns, and that, let come what will; for I value my 
Luſt more than God, and my Reputation more than his 
Honour; and therefore neither God, nor his Law, Au- 


Word 
is co 


1ediate thority of Honour will I regard.” This was the Lan- 
c. wh age of David's Conduct! And this is the Language of 
J are 1 ery Sin And thus he deſpiſed the Commandments of God, 


d deſpiſed God himſelf. And this was, with good Reaſon, 
arged home upon him, as the great Evil of his Sin; and 


count." r which God would ſeverely puniſh him. And in a Senſe 
ſet for this, with a broken Heart, he cries out, Againſt thee, 
xceedi ee only, have I Anned, and done this Evil in thySight : Where 
— 154 Wﬀr: bod art juſt when thou [feakeſt, and clear when thou 
I inn lzeſt. — And thus we ſee wherein the great Evil of David's 


.ccoul did conſiſt, both in the Sight of God, and to his own 


B Senſe 
G 


*2 Sam, xii, + Pal. 51. 4. | 4 Sam. xii. 9, 10, 14 
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Senſe and Apprehenſion after he was become a ſincere 5 
nitent. And becauſe everySin is as really committed again 
God, as thoſe were; and ſo, what was true, in this Caſe,vil 
hold true, in all other Caſes : Therefore from the Word 
we may make this Doctrinal Obſervation, viz. 


DON. 


20e great Evil of every Sin conſiſts in this, that if 
committed againſt G O D. c 

3 
Of every Sin — not only of thoſe which immediately re 
ſpect God; as Blaſphemy, Idolatry, Sabbath-breaking, al 
the like ; but alſo of thoſe which immediately reſpect an 
injure our ſelves, or Neighbours; as in this Caſe of Davidf 
Their great Evil their great Aggravation, that which 
above all Things renders us to blame, and deſerving of PA 
niſhment for our Sins, is, that they are againſt God. —The# 
may be againſt our own Intereſt andHonour in this World 
and we may be to blame on that Account. They may 
againſt our Welfare in the World to come; and we may: 
to blame on that Account. They may be againſt ourNeigif 
bour's Good, for Time, or for Eternity, or - both; ; and vf 
may be to blame in that Reſpect. But this is the great Ei 
of Sin, that it is againſt God, 


Some aſſert, that our great Obligation to Virtue on 
from its Tendency to our own particular Happineſs : 
that therefore the great Evil of Sin conſiſts in its = 
to our own particular Miſery. — Others maintain, that 0 
great Obligation to Virtue ariſes from its Tendency to pri 
mote the publick Good : and conſequently the great E 
of Sin muſt conſiſt in its Tendency to injure the Publick. 

But the Scripture- Scheme is different from both: for a 
cording to that, it ſeems, our great Obligations to Virtu 
muſt ariſe ſrom GOD ; becauſe, tis plain, in Scripture-/ 
count, the greatEvil of Sin conſiſts in its being againſt GO 
Again Thee, Thee only have I ſinned. 


f as committed againſt GOD. 7 


* Here 1 will attempt to ſhew, 

ie, wi 1. How, and in what Reſpebls, Sin is againſt GOD. 
Norv 11. How great an Evil it is on that Actount. 

III. That this 1s the great Evil of Sin. 


3 Which Heads being gone through, I ſhal! offer ſome Re- 
, and then apply the whole to our own Uſe. 


3 I am to ſhew, 
a I. How, and in what i AG Sin is againſt GOD. 


= And here, 
1. Sin is contrary to the Nature of Ged. — A ſinful Nature 


* d a holy Nature are in direct Oppoſition; they are a per- 
* vi 7 Contrariety to each other. The carnal Mind is Enmity 
; 0! 2 0117 God. And Sin is bat abominable Thing which God's 


abbors. + The holy bne of {jrael is a Being of infinite 
Ynderſtan ding, and of perſect Regtitude; and has a compleat 


ney N compreheofive View of all Things; and in all Caſes fees 
Nes at is right & fit & beautiful to be done how the DEITY 
5 Would be loved and honoured in the World which he has 


ade —and how his Creatures and Subjects ſhould live to- 
cher in mutual Love and Benevolence, and not an unjuſt 
cruel Act be ever done thro'out all his Dominions, And 
God ſees what is right and fit and beautiful, and what is 
ntrary ; ſo he is accordingly affected towards Things. 
loves Kighteouſneſs, and hates Iniquity. *— Let God be 
ſteemed, reverenced, honoured and obeyed—Ler Love and 
00d-will prevail and be eſtabliſhed among his Subjects — 
et every Thing of a contrary Savour be eternally baniſh'd® 
$ Dominions ; and God will be well pleaſed: But if any 
Ihonour is done to the DEITY, or Injury to our Fellow- 
ubjefts, nothing can diſpleaſe him more : for there is no- 
Ng he hates like Sin: It is the abominable J. bing which his 
u bates. Sin is more odious arid deteſtable to him, than 
e moſt abominable Thing on Earth is to us. His Averſion 
it is vehement beyond the Conception of any finite Mind. 
| B 2 His 
| Rom. vin. 7. + Jer. xliv. 4. * Pfal. xiv. 3 | 


. 
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His Averſion to it is abſolutely infinite.— In this 2 

therefore Sin is againſt God, It is a going directly contra 
to his Nature; and that in the molt tender Point; in 
Thing which comes neareſt his Heart. Nothing is ſo croſſ 
to him, nothing can diſoblige him ſo much, or difpleaſe — 
or grieve his Heart. like this.— As when a Man's Wife de 
parts from him, and commits Whoredom with another Mari 
and breaks his Heart by her ill Carriage: So, ſays God, 
am broken with their whoriſh Heart. And therefore, ay 
he, to his beloved People, Ir ye will not for all this heark 
unto me, but WALK CONTRARY unto me: then, ſuch & 
Conduct would be ſo intolerably provoking, I will not, 
cannot bear it, but [wiil WALK CONTRARY unto you ali 
in FURY. + But a ſintul Conduct is called a walking con J 
trary to God, in Scripture, not only becauſe it is thus in di 
rect Contrariety to the divine Nature: but allo becauſe | 


Irth! 
ords 
his | 
age 
S it 1 


< Wh 
2. Sin is againſt the Law, Authority and Government 4 th 
| Ymighty GOD — For, as God hates Sin with an infiniffMa un 
hatred ; ſo he has with the utmoſt Engagedneſs forbicde the 
it: ſaying, Curſed is every one, that continues not in 41 \BWkſong 
Things written in the Pook of the Law, to do them, ||— As G his 
vernour of the World He ſets up himſelf againſt Sin; R! 
biddiag it with all his Authority, and ſtanding ready to Pl ve c 
niſh it with a!l his Power ; and it is even one main End oi IN 
his univerſal Government,to diſeountenance and ſuppreſs | 
throughout all his Dominions, But 
nſtir 


his 1 
It. 

lega 
King 
have 
to lin 
jectic 
nr. C 
Doug 
, 1 


Plal, 


No doubt, Almighty GOD has Right to govern til 
World ; for originally He is abſolute LORD of it; andb 
NATUR 


#* Ezek. vi. 9. Jam broken with their whoriſh Heart. From the Cort 
nant-Relation between God and his People Irael, they are ſaid to 
married unto him, er. iii. 14. and hence, their going from God to ldd 
is called Whoredom. And to prefer an Idol before the true God was 
very provoking thing: Therefore he ſays, I am broken with their ul 

% Heart. But to prefer a vile Luſt before God ſeems to be in li 
13 provoking : it is a Kind of ſpiritual Idolatry. And yet, th 
js done in every Ad of Sin, No din can be commuted, but God! 
zrieved. E ph. iv. 30. 

1 ker. XV. 274 28. Gal. iü. 19. 8 : 


| as committed againſt GOD. 9 
| ATURE he is GOD MOST HIGH. : and his GOD- 


eſpe( 

45 rab and his LORDSHIP give him an undoubted 
. in ant of Government. And accordingly He has taken the 
o crolMhrone, ſer Himſelf up at the Head gt. the Univerſe, and 
e hin dertaken the Government of all Things, and eſpecially of 
ife de whole Syſtem of Intelligences. — And, 

e No doubt, his Government is WORTHY to be univer- 

od, i 


„iy ſubmitted unto :- for it is all perfect and glorious. His 
e, laws and his Diſpenſations are perſect in Wiſdom, Recti- 
bear lege and Goodne!s : and even as He himſelf is infinitely 
ſuch Mrcby cf all Love and Veneration, ſo that his very Being 
not, Fords infinite Ground of Joy among his Creatures; even 
you 0 his Government is juſt like himſelt, and exhibits his very 
ng Sage, and is WORTHY univerſally to be rejoyced in. 
1 08 it is written, The Lord reigneib; let the Earth rejoyce.® 
aulc zz | 

2X Wherefore it is the Het and happieſt Thing in the World, 
ment q be, and do, juſt what he requires: And in his Favour, 
infini d under the Prote t ion of his almighty Arm, there muſt 
rv100 the moſt abſolute Safety and Security. So that it might 
n 4lSſonably have been expected, that all his Subjects, thro'out 
As Gl bis Dominions, would join to ſay, LET GOD REIGN 


we 


” 


8 


n ; OR EVER ; and that they would all, with one Heart, 
to puliFve exulted at the I hought of being in Subjection to ſuch 
End XING. £5,122 
preſs i 


But the Sinner comes in, and diſſents from his whole 
nſtitucion, and that both in Heart and Life. As for 
his Law,” ſays he, © I do not like it, and will not obey 
It. As for his Authority, I do not own it, and will not 
legard it. As for his univerſal Government and glorious 
Kingdom, it is not to my Mind— I revolt will not 


zern th 
5 and b 
TUR 


1 ＋ haye him o reign over me, | I can preſcribe better Rules 
od to l to live by. I will not be dependent on him, nor in ſub- 
3od w, jection to him. Thus theSinner revolts from his Govern- 


5 * nr, caſts off his Authority, breaks his Law, and in the 
e in lik 


4 vet guage of Scripture, rebels againſt the Lord. For, in Scrip- 
bor Cel IIS is always conſidered as.GOD's WORLD, He 
| | our 


Rel. xcyii. 1. J Luk, xix, 14. 
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our rightful LORD and KING; and all our Duty is e al 
joined, and all Sin is forbidden, by his AUTHORITY ; a "*< 
therefore every Act of Sin is conſidered as an Act of Rebell Pe 
9gatn}t the Lord, and Sinnets have the Character of Rebels." Mate. 
"New, in as much as God ſtands ready, at the Head of hifi.” 
Univerſe, to employ his infinite Wiſdom & almightyPower 4 if 
to diſcountenanct all Rebellions, and ſuppreſs and cruſh 2 58 
obſtinate Rebels, and maintain good Government thro'ou a 
his Dominions; ſo that, Things being thus, there is k | 
Way for the obſtinate Rebel to eſcape an eternal Overtbro WM wh 
and everlaſting Shame and Contempt: it is therefore in h rev 
Heart, to with the ALMIGHTY dethroned, his whole Go, in | 
vernment overturaed, and the Sword of Juſtice wreſted tron . 
Him. And had he ſufficient Power on his Side, the latent Here 
Temper of his Heart would ſoon form into the terrible Ref Ho 
ſolution; nor would he delay venturing on the dread th 6 
Attempt .—Thus, Sin is againſt the Law, Authority, ard ly « 
univerſal Government of Almighty GOD. Hence, Gol. 1 
eſteems the Sinner as his Euemy : and accurdingly, Sinte bald 
are called Enemies to God, in Scripture. | And are [aid to tf ebcl]; 
even Enmity againſt him. And they are not,lays the Apo$1: Lax 
fubjef to the divine Law, neither indeed can be. Fido v 
| lerc 
And this leads me to add, that And wy 
3. Sin is againſt the Being of God. - For, ſince God is a bear 


the Head of the Univerſe (as was before ſaid) and unchan. 1 je mo 
geably determined to maintain good Government through eint: 

out to h 
it is 
Eft to 
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e how 
e how 
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7 Rom. viii. 7. The carnal Mind is Enmity againſt Cod. N. B. Ihe 
- Apoſtle means here to give the Character of every Chriftle/s Sinner.— 
For to be carnally minded and to be in the Fly, is one and the ſame 
Thing, in the Language of the Apoſtle; as is evident from ver. 8. Bu 
he looks upon all as bing in the Fleſb, who have not the Spirit of Chr 
Atbelling in them; as is plain from wer. 9. And thoſe who Have 1. 
- the Spirit of Chriſt, are nons of his, ver. 9. Every Chriſtleſs Sinner 
therefore in the Fleſh, and at Enmity againſt Ged. This is the Doctrise 

of St. Paul. And juſt thus God looks upon every unregenerate Sinner; 
however they look upon themſelves.— And no wonder; for let Sul 
jects conduct ſo towards an earthly Prince, as all unregenerate S:nnen 

do towards God, and their Prince would . look upon them as £27 


as committed againſt GOD. II 
all his Dominions, and poſſeſſed of an almighty,irreſiſti- 


* — Power; there is no hope, that the obſtinate Rebel ſhould 
Frm ape Puniſhment, ſo long as God lives: for ſo long as God 
1 


es, God will reign : and ſo long as God reigns ſupreme, 
" ESltinate Rebels cannot eſcape : for God's Determination 
of te puniſh Sin is immutable as his very Being: and there- 
'ower e if God lives, the impenitent Sinner muſt die. —Bur 
uſh oſe, who are Enemies to God, had rather there ſhould be 
ro 08S Ged, than that themſelves ſhould be puniſhed. 

is nol 

roof When once a Creature has become ſo vile and impious, as 


* 


in li revolt from the Government of the MOST HIGH, and 
le G0 gin Rebellion,and enter the Liſts 1 the ALMIGH- 
fon if left to himſelf, without any Reſtraint, or hope of 
aten 


ercy, (and we know, God was not obliged, to open a Door 
Hope, to any Rebel in his Dominions,) and if armed 
th ſufficient Power to bear down all before Him; we may 
ly gueſs, to what Length he would carry Things. The 
ic Diſpoſition, which moved him to begin Rebellion, 
ould naturally excite him to go on. By his firſt Act of 
ebellion his Life and Soul are for ever forfeited, according 
Law, and might juſtly have remained ſo. To repent, and 
do what he had done, and humble himſelf, and ſue for 
Wercy, is what a Sinner, in ſuch a Caſe, would never do. 
Ind as to the threatned Puniſhment, he could never think 
d is bearing that. He would venture upon the boldeſt and 
nchan- ! je molt DREADFUL Deeds, but that he would carry his 
rough eint: Deeds, almoſt coo dreadful to think of, and hardly 

out] to hint at. bo ſoever bateth bis Brother,is a Murderer,* 
Pic is written; and would therefore murder his Brother, if 
Wit to his own Heart, without any Reſtraint, and having 
ticient Ability and Opportunity in his Hands: What 
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be fan en would the Wretch do, who hates his Maker, is an 
. 8. ha nemy to his God, and even Enmity againſt him! — We 
| of Ohy e how a guilty World lis treated the SON of God— We 


e how they have treated theProphets & Apoſtles. + And we 
ay eaſily gueſs what dreadful] Work there would be, were 
e Jianer an over-match for OMNIPOTENCY. Such js 
e 1nexpreflible Malignity of Sin. If 4. Sin 


Phi. 15. +,Mat. xxi. 33 | 


Sinner! 
Doctrire 
e Sinner) 
let Sul 
e Sinnen 


Emi $9. Mat, xxiii. 29 —— 37. 
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4. Sin is againſt the Honour of God, *Tis even a de 37, 
ſing the Lord, and a treating the MOST HIGH with Co not 
tempt. —All his Per/e#tons are deſpiſed ; and-conſider'd WW hin 
our Creator, Preſerver, Governour, Redeemer, and the Foul „e. 
tain of all Good, he is deſpiſed by Sin. _ 7-7 
8 aad 

Hear the contemptuous Language of theSinner*sCondutt. MW ed 5 
God ſees you, O Sinner! and will you dare to tranſgreſs that 
Zes, bis all ſeeing Eye ſhall not terrify me — ** God is near Wain} 
« Hand! you are in his very Preſence! O Sinner, vill ſo» 
you venture to offend ?“ Yes, God's Preſence ſtall noi rity, 
ſtrain me : I don't regard him ſo much. — * But he is gi and 
« withStrength,and hath an almighty Arm; and you are b now 
&* a Worm, without Strength, and can make no Reſiſtanc:W how 
* will you dare to provoke him to Jealouſy ? * Yes, Wlilk i; 
will do as I pleaſe, let him do his worſt. — But remembeWMnary 
„he is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity! Ob, ther zi; < 


* fore do not that abominableThing,which his Soul hates herd e 
I care not what be loves, nor what he hates : I will pleaſe I. 
ſelf, let him take it as he wwill. — © But conſider, he is un 
% changeably determin'd to render to every one accordin 
1 to their Deeds, to him that doth Evil, Tribulation an 
« Wrath! and who can ſtand before him, when once he! 
« angry! for our God is a conſuming Fire! Theretor$ 
* O Sinner, forbear.” No, J'/ not be reſtrained : Ti grali 
de myLuſts,at all Adventures. Fer 1 regard not bis Threats.” 
„ But he is a Being of infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, Pat 
e ence and Forbearance; and this ſhould lead you to a be! 

&* ter Mind, O Sinner!“ No, no, I deſpiſe his Good! 
* Long-ſuffering and Forbearance; and I can be hard-heari! 
« enough to go on, in ſpite of all bis tender Merctes. 
* But, O Sinner, infinite Wiſdom pronounces,that this you 
* Way is your Folly ! and cries, Turn, O Turn at myk 
& proof ! leſt otherwiſe, ere long, ] laugh at your Calamit) 
* and mock when your Fear comes ! and will you not ® 
e dictated by the infinitely wiſe God ? ”'— No, no, 1 Kn 
what is beſt for my ſelf, and that belter than he does ; and 
chuſe to be my own Direfor, and to walk in my own Ways. 
* But is he not the God that made you ? Have not | 
* RY WJ 5 7 WS ©, low Hun 


as committed againſ} GOD. 13 
deſi lands formed you? Are you then your own.? Are you 
Cor not the Lord's? And. ought you not therefore to be for 
er him ?“ I rencunce theGod. that made me: 7 diſown his Right 
Foul me : I will not be for bim, but for my ſelf; for I will pleaſe my, 
„ alibo' be is grieved.” —*But conſider, He has nouriſhed 
ad bro'tyou up tenderly,as his ownChild; & fed & cloath- 


duct. q ed you all your Life long! and will you be more ſottiſh 
rels ! than the Ox and the Ass?“ Tes, Te, after all, I will rebel 


near i 


ainſt Him. But how can you anſwer it? for He is your 
_ 
, 4 


ſovereign LORD and KING, you are under his Autho- 


nol 19 rity, bound by his Law, and accountable at his Tribunal: 
is gi and you know what Threatnings he has given out. And 
are b now, it you have any Regard for him, in any Reſpect, 
ſtanc: how dare you_go on?“ Theſe Things move me not. Iwill 
Yes, A in the Ways of my own Heart: nor will I be controuled. 
embeſß evo not the Lord, nor wil I obey bim. And in the midſt of 
„then bis Thunders, I can be at Eaſe in Zion, and chant to the 
hates nd of the Visl.— But if you go on thus to deſpiſe the 
leaſe Lord, and to deſpiſe his Law, Authority & Government; 
2 15 u what will be your End, O Sinner! will not his Wrath 


cordin 
ion a" 


wax hot, and ſmoke againſt you, & conſume you ? Con- 
ſider, therefor, how that after all this Wickedneſs he 


ce he Wi offers to be reconciled thro? Jeſus Chriſt; and invites you 
ereior ll to Repentance! TURN YE, TURN YE, WHY 
I erally WILL XE DIE ! and offers to be your God, and Fa- 
eals. cher, and Portion. And now, what Anſwer do you make, 
„ Paß O Sinner!“ Ny, look on us, and obſerve cur Conduct, 
o a bed your and all the Mord may ſee, that we make light of it, 
rod 20 cur Hays, one to his Farm, and another to his Mer- 
[- heart Wongdize : whereby we plainly declare, that we deſpiſe the 
ies. ace of the Geſpel, and had rather have the Hiorld for. our 
his youriion than God him/elf. Thus God, in every Point 


Light, is diſeſteemed, diſreſpected, deſpiſed, and even 
alamit|MWated with Contempt in the commonConduct of the Sinner. 


Any vile Luſt is preferred before all the Fulneſs of God. 
; and ole Things and Ways which pleaſe the Devil, God's in- 

ie Enemy, and the molt malicious and hateful Being 
not Me Univyerſc, are choſen, before thoſe Things and Ways 


E 8 | which 


14 The great Evil of S1N, : 
which pleaſe Jebovab, the greateſt and beſt of Beings. H. 
Authority is trampled on, at whoſe Preſence the Mounta th 
melt and the Earth trembles. Worm of the Dult ſets u ert 
himſelf above the moſt high GOD, and his Will abo e 
God's, and his Intereſt above God's Glory. If God ofi:: 
Heaven, Sin deſpiſes it: if he threatens Hell, Sin diſregarif 
it: If he pleas the dying Love of his SON, and the Rich 
of his Grace, and beſeeches the Sinner to be reconciled, 8 
lights ic all: or if he commands Men to do their Duty if 
one another, Sin regards it not: and that notwithſtanding 
his Right to us as his Creatures, and Authority over us 
his Subjects, and our Obligations to him as the LORIE 
OUR GOD. And thus the MOST HIGH is by Worm or.! 
of the Duſt treated with Diſteſpect and Contempt, and th ery 
to his Face, and in the Sight of the Sun, in his own Wort 
before hisCreatures, before his Friends & Enemies; tending Hedi: 
bring a public Odium upon him & his Ways, and to countWWich 
nance and encourage Rebellion throughout all his Domini re i 
ons, and fink him and his Government into univerſal Duin, 
credit, and bring an everlaſting Reproach upon his gr ora! 
Name: Thus Sia is againlt the Honour of God'—And viWitely 
on this View of Things, may it not, in the s b. 
| Zack Wuch a 
5th and laſt Place, juſtly be Enquired, Whether Siu 
not againſt the Happineſs of GOD, and whether it does not 198 So 
ſuch a Scene to his view, as naturally tends to grieve & diſtintell. 
ſuch a Being as God is. When 
To look down from Heaven, the Throne of his Holi Natu 
and Glory, upon this World, which he has made for hinWhact i 
ſelf ; and ſurvey all Mankind, by Nature his Creatures, ere, 
Right his Subjects. deſigned to ſhew forth his Praiſe ; Wnabl 
behold and ſee how they are revolted from his Governmeſ Man 
turned Enemies to his Majeſty, and combined together nd 
Rebellion againſt his Crown and Dignity.— They are ſc! Ham. 
a Way which is got good, a Way moſt contrary to his Heanor ? 
full of Impiety towards God, and Injuſtice and Cruelty '\Wcaule 
wards one another.— They diſregard his Laws, tramplc led 
der Foot his Authority, deſpiſe his Goodneſs, and bid D- 
ance to his Vengeance, — And they are ſo much 2g" s 


e hi | 
. 
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offen ga Good into the utmoſt Diſgrace, and to introduce Diſ- 
regati der, Confuſion and Miſery into his Dominions, and Re- 


tand ed even wiſh him not to be. | 

r us And if che Sun in the natural Syſtem ſhould be extinct, and 
LORIN! the Light turned into Darknels, and the whole natural 
Worm orld flung into the urmolt Confuſion, very Orb diſplaced, 


nd th ery Thing turned uplide down, it would not repreleat 
Work ſo dreadtul and diſtreſſing a Scene; as would im— 
iding ilcdiately be opened roView,could Sin, withoutControul, and 
count ich Power irreſiſtible, bear down all Good and Right be- 
Domi re it, and rite up to all to that Height of Wickedneſs and 
ſal D uia, to which it naturally tends.— And would not ſuch a 
is grefW@oral Syſtem of Incelligences exhibit to view a Sight infi- 
And vWitely diſtreſling to ſuch a Being as God is, were it beyond 
Ws Power and Wiſdom ever to regulate Things? But to 
ach a Pals Sin tends to bring the moral World. 

Sin | | 

ut oft 


? diftrr 


So far as we are able to conceive, it ſeems eſſential to every 
Intelligent Being, to be liable to mental Pain and Diſtreſs, 
ben they are crofitd in the moſt tender Point; when their 
Jolie Nature and Will, Intereſt and Honour, and every Thing 
for hinWbar is dear to them, is counteracted and deſpiſed, and, as it 
ures, ere, trampled under Foot: and they in the mean Time 


e; WMunable ever to regulate Things. —S0o it is evidently with 
romeMankind ; with bad and good. — Abab took to his Bed, 
ether Hand refuſed to eat; becauſe Naboth devied him his Vineyard.* 
ire ſei Hamann was grieved to the Heart, becauſe Mardecai would 
is Heihnot Sow to him. + The chief Prieſts were in. Anguiſh, be- 
aelty caule the Apoſtles preached Jeſus and the Reſurretzion,, and 
pon led Jeruſalem with their Doctrine. 4 And Rivers of Waters 
1d D 2 ran 


3 agal 


1 | 


® 1 King, xi. . + El, ill. 5. f AR. iv. 2. &v. 28. 
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ran down David's Eyes, becauſe Men kept not God's Lat; for x bee 
that was a tender Point with him. | And Jeremiah walch P 
ready to be ſo afflicted, if the Jews would not hearken tod ove 
their Duty, as in ſecret Places to weep for their Pride. I- s, J 
And ſo it was with the Man Chriſt Jeſus : He was grieved hows | 
and: diſtreſſed at the Hardneſs of Men's Heart:, and wertMrkne 
over the obſtinate Jews.** = Pe: 
l | chat 
And it is remarkable, that, in Scripture, God is con- Means, 
ſtantly repreſented, as being affected in the ſame Manner az Würm 
Men are; and ſuch Words and Phraſes are uſed, as denote Mfſtice ; 
painful and diſtreſſing Senſations, in order to ſet forth ' how Hedi. 
he is affected with the vile Conduct of his Creatures. He {Wricct 


am preſſed under you,as aCart is preſſed that is full of Seat. Bat n 
All which are ſtrong Expreffions, as uſed among Ven, to rie. 
denote and ſet forth Pain and Diſtreſs ot Heart, at the Sight Nreſs 
of ſomething exceeding grievous. 4 Wo 
| Ele en a 
Nat that we are to ſuppoſe, that He, who is over all Cd e 
bleſſed for ever, is indeed really pained and diſtreſſed at the F 
Sight of the ſhocking Conduct of his rebellious Creatures. Y: 
For, altho' he has a full comprehenſive View of the . 
whole of it; yet, at the ſame Time, he as plainly forcſces 
to what a Reſult and Iſſue all Things will finally be brought, 7 
by his infinite Wiſdom and almighty Power: whereby his IW' | 
Authority and Government will be but the more eſtabliſned %, 
throughout all his Dominions, and his Name and his Law Oht 
but the more revered. And altho* :a' Number of obſtinate IW 
Rebels will be eternally miſerable, under thePuniſhment they N 
juſtly deſerve; yet, in the whole, God will be more glorious, 


8 | FIC | | a = - obe 
and perhaps the Syſtem more happy too, than if Sin had * JOure 
are 1 


| Pal. cxix. 36. f Jer. xiii, 17. Mar. ii. g. ** Luk. xix. 41. 
} Wai. Bil, 20 ff Pal. xcv. 10 11. 4 Ezez. vi. 9. NAmos ii. 13 
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been permitted, and Miſery had been for ever unknown. 
wa Ich Power and Authority has he over all Things to order 
n to over-rule, and ſuch is his Wiſdom, aad ſuch his Holi- 
i-, Juſtice and Goodneſs, that he both knows he can, and 
ved bows he will, finally bring Good out of Evil, Light out of 
wept Mſprkneſs, Order out of Diſorder, and Holineſs, Harmony 
WJ Peacc, out of all the Sin, Confuſion and Uproar; and 
chat has happened ſhall, thro' a long Eternity, ſerve as a 
con- Means, in the Sight of all Worlds, to eſtabliſh his Throne, 
er a; Mfr bis Government, make his Law honourable, his 
note MWſtice appear tremendous, his Grace glorious, and Sin an 
how eeding great and dreadtul Evil. Therefore he enjoys a 
He ect Jranquillity and an undiſturbed Felicity, altbo' a 
Mord of Wickedaeſs lies open to his View, and Millions of 
<vith Wings are tranſacted, which have a natural tendency to 
duct Mee him (and that not merely forty Years long, but from 
he, | Wc to Age ever ſince the World began)— to weary bim— 
4. ++ 10 dex d, Holy Spirit to break his Heart - to preſs bim as a 
Andi preſſed, that is full of Sbea ves. 
deut no Thanks to the Sinner, that God is happy. He is 
-n, to Friend to God's Felicity. His Ways tend to grieve and 
Sicht Press the HOLY ONE of Jael; and that which is God's 
Imfort, is a Terror to the Sinner. He dreads the Day 
en all things ſhall be ſet to rights: and when the AL- 
1 God H will 2oſe bimſelf of bis Adverſaries, and avenge 
xt the Fe bis Enemies. Thus we ſee how Sin is againſt 
tures. : it is againſt his Nature, —Law, Authority, Govern- 


for 


the Being, — Honour, —Happineſs. 

re ſees 751 

uehr, And now, 

oy his ( I am to ſhew how GREAT the Evil of Sin is on this 
liſhed oart.—T he Evil of Sin, as has been obſerved, ariſes from 
Me Obligations to do otherwiſe. And therefore the greater 
tinate Obligations are to God, the greater is the Evil of ſinning 
it they nit him. Our Obligations to love, honour & obey God, 


pinally arzie from his Worthineſs to be loved, honoured 
obeyed by us: But he is infinitely worthy to be loved, 
ured & obeyed by us: therefore our Obligations to do 
ae infinitée: and ſo, to ſin againſt him muſt be eſteemed 
infinite Evil. 3 But 
lai, i 5 


brious, 
ad ne- 
ver 


ix. 41. 
Op U. 13 


and fully ſee all the Grounds and Reaſons there are for us 
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But it is quite beyond our Capacity to comprehend i 
Vileneſs there is in treating God, as the Sinner does; ung 
we could, as he can, comprehend all his Greatneſs & Cl 


Love, Reverence and Obey him, and feel all their bind; 
Force. God is fully conſcious to himſelf, that he is in 
nitely worthy of all Love, Honour and Obedience, for wi 

he is in Himſelf : beſides that he is the Maker and Ly 
of the Univerſe ; the Maintainer & Uphelder of the Wo 
and rightful King and Sovereign over all. He is fully co 
ſcious, there is infinite Reaſon tor us to rejoyce in him, ex 
in his Government, and be glad io his Service; and d 
the contrary Temper and Conduct of his Creatures, is i 
nitely unreaſonable and wicked. And altho' we can't cer 
prehend the exceeding Vileneſs of riſing in Rebellion agi 
the MOST HIGH; yet we may be eaſily convinced, u 
It is an infinite Evil. Yea, if we are but really convine 
that God is infinitely great and glorious, it will be to us 
evident, that he is infinitely worthy of all Love, Hong 
and Obedience: and that, conſequently, to diſeftcem, deſg 
and diſobey him, is infinitely vile. — *Tis low and m 
Thoughts of God, which cauſes ſecure Sinners to be in: 
ſible of the great Evil of Sin.— Thoſe Hereticks who det 
the infinite Evil of Sin, do but, by the Means, proclaim 
the World their Ignorance of the DEIT Y.—Had not 
known Sin to be an infinite Evil, he would never have th: 
ned an infinite Puniſhment ; even, the eternal Pains of H 
where the Werm ſhall never die, and the Fire ſhall never 
quenched. *— And were notChriſt,our compaſſionateRedet 
er, ſenſible of the infinite Evil of Sin, he could neveri 
It in his Heart,at theDay of Judgment,to ſay to the Wic 
on his left Hand, Depart ye Curſed, into EV ERLAST|. 
Fire.+ — And were not all the Hoſts of Heaven in theli 
Sentiment, they would never join to ſay, Hallelujah, Ss 
tion and Glory, and Honour and Power unto the Lord out6 
for true and righteous are his Tudgments— Hallelujah, f 
Lerd God omnipotent Reigneth— when they ſee the Sm! 
their Torments aſcending fer ever and ever. | Yea, welt 


* Mar. ix, 44, 46, 48. + Mat. xxv. 41, | Rev, xix, i,—6. 
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Puniſhment apprehended to be juſtly deſerved, it could 
anſwer any of the good Ends of Puniſhment in the mo- 
World: but would for ever appear a great and dreadful 
TU mich in the divine Conduct, in the Sight of all intelligent 
ngs. God himſelf could not approve of it, and would 
fer do it. — And therefore, notwithſtanding it is ſo con- 
y to the natural Sentiment of a Heart ſecure in Sin, yet 


d Lo have ſufficient Matter of Conviction, that there is really 

Whinfinite Evil in Sin, as it is againſt God, — And when 
ally co ſe Heavens and this Earth, which are now kept in Store, 
im, en 


reſerved unto Fire, againſt the Day of Fudgment, and Per- 
on of ungodly Men, ſhall all bein a Flame and melt with 
vent Heat, and the whole material Syſtem be diſſolved, and 
ppt together, hurled into one general Heap perhaps) to be 


and t 
„ is ing 
nt Col 


N agal rlaſtingly a Lake of Fire and Brimſtone for the Puniſh- 
ced, Mit of the Ungodly : * I ſay, when God comes thus 
_ e his Wrath, and make his Power knoton, in the Deſtruc- 
o us 


of the Wicked ; || It will make all intelligent Creatures, 
Earth and Hell, effectually ſenſible, what an Evil Sin is, 
how God ſtands affected towards it. + This viſible 
blem of his Wrath, this immenſe Lake of Fire & Brim- 
ne, will give an exact and infallible Comment uponGod's 


Hon 
n, Ceing 
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be ink 


vho , and ſhew, beyond | Diſpute, what the Threatning 
oclal\BWns :t nor will it any more, throughout eternal Ages, at all 
| qo doubced, whether Sin be an infinite Evil. 

ve thi 


1s of H 


3 And thus we have taken a brief and general View, of the 
7 


il of Sin, as it is againſt God. — We might indeed here 
er into a great variety of Particulars, and largely ſhew, 

never g Sin, as it is againſt God, is aggravated oa many Ac- 
ats ; not only conſidering merely what he is in himſelf, 

LAST! t the Relations he ſtands in to us, and we to him, our De- 
dance on him, his Right to us, his Authority over us, the 
aineſs of redeeming Love, the freeneſs of Goſpel-Grace, &c. 

d it might be diſtinctly conſidered, how amazingly vile 
jab, us, for ſuch as we be, to treat ſuch a one as God is,in ſuch 
e Smeſhet, under ſuch Circumſtances, and notwithſtanding ſuch. 
a, wer Sitional Bonds and Obligations lying upon us. — But I 
it omit this, and paſs on III. To 


. . r,—18. J Rom. ix. 22. + Rom. ii. 5. Gal. ii. 16 


20 (Thi. great Evil f S 


III. To prove, that he GREAT EVIL of Sin con/i; i 
T HIS, that ib is again GOD. And this may caſily appear 
For a few Words may ſoon make it evident, that, alt o' 
may really be a very great Evil, as it is injurious to or c 
low: Men, or to our Selves; yet it is not ſo aggravate a 
heinous, by infinite Odds, in theſe Reſpects, as on' Accu 
of its being-againſtGOD!— To injure our Fellow -Creaturif 
is wrong. very wrong; but what is a Worm of the Duff 
compared to the LIVING GOD: ? - F ene Man fin azaifft 
another, the Judge ſhall judge bim; (and ſome Recompenif 
may be made, ) but if a Man ſin againſt ihe Lord,who w1 i 

treat for him? (or make any Atonement for his Crime? 
Yea, it by ſome Act of Sin we could do the greateſt Injuf 
to the whole Creation; yet what is the whole Creation conf 
pared with GOD, the ALMIGHTY: CREATOR ? | 
all but as a Duſt of the Ballance, cr a Drop of the Bucket. 
We may ruin our ſelves by Sin; we may plunge our {1-7 
headlong into Deſtruction: but what are we, compared vii 
the GREAT JEHOVAH-? Leſs than nothing and vanity 
And what eis a guilty Rebel worth, compared with | 
MAJESTY of HEAVEN? To riſe up in Rebellion; 
gainſt the GREAT GOD, go contrary: to him, affront hin 
and treat him with Contempt, is evidently the moſt wick 
and heinous Thing that poſſibly can he done. For here if 
GREATEST and BEST of Beings is inſulted; yea, 
BEING who is infinitely better than all other Beings put t 
ther. This is therefore the greateſt Evil chere is in Sit 
by infinite Odds. | 


And accordingly thus we find the Matter ſtands in Sci 
ture Account. When Men are guilty of ſuch wicked Deed 
as are injurious to Themſelves, or to their Fellow-Creatures 
yet by God, the righteous Judge, they are blamed and p 

niſhed for theſe Sins, principally and chiefly, under the Ne 
tion of their being committed againſt the LORD.— 1 lv 
when the Hraelites were diſheartned by the evil Report 
the Spies, and refuſed to go up againſt the Canaant/es, an 
talked of making Captains, and returning to Egypt; alihi 


n g. 4 xl. 17. 
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is Conduct tended to diſinherit themſelves and their Poſte- 
y of the Land of Canaan tor ever, yet it is not on this 
count, chiefly, that they were blamed, and ſo dreadfully 
miſhed (Nay, it is not ſo much as once mentioned, to ag- 
avate their Crime, or to ſhew the Juſtice of their Puniſh- 
at) But it was all becauſe they had ſinned againſt the 
RD.— God had ſaid, that he would drive out the Nati- 
before them: but they would not believe him. God had 
mmanded them to go up & take Poſſeſſion: but they would 
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* Wh obey him. 1 hey did not believe he would be as good as his 
15710 ord ; they were afraid to run ſuch a Venture, as to truſt his Fi- 
me iy; they had rather rebel againſt his Command, return to 
Ioju 7. WhereforeGod is repreſented as being greatly affront- 
n col provoked, and as ſwearing in his raib, that they ſhould no- 
2 1 enter into bis Reſt. * As truly as I live, ſaith the Lord, your 
— TI all fall in this Wilderneſs. F But why was God fo 
ir (1,888) ? Becauſe they had rebelled axainſt the Lord, || would 
ed wil} eve bim, f nor bearken to his Voice ei. e. Not becauſe 
vanit r Conduct was to their own Damage, but becauſe it offered 
vich 18 affront to God. Alcho' it docs not appear, that they 
lion ! d ated with a Deſign to affront the ALMIGHTY ; but 
__ ber from a Principle of Self. Preſervation. ' Juſt as Sin- 
wich now a- days do, who turn their B:cks upon the hea- 
here il nly Canaan, and luſt after the Leeks and Or:19ns of Egypt, 

yea Pleaſures of Sin, not with any Deſign to affront God; 


t tromSelf-Love,and to gratify theDcſires of theirHearts, 
in purſuit of Happineſs, But yet really in Fact they turn 
air Backs upon the ALMIGHTY, and deſpiſe his Com- 
ands ; and for their offering this Affront to the DEITY, 
pmaation is threatned ; and not ſo much becauſe they go 
atrary to their own Intereſt, —And ſo again, there is the 
ſtince of David, who, it is plain, had no Deſign to affront 
MOST HIGH : but firit he meant to gratify his Luft 
the N th Uriah'sWite ; & afterwards contrived to ſave his Credit 
_ Tha taking away Uriab's Life: yet obſerve his Charge and his 
eport i” from the Mouth of theLord— Becauſe thou ba#t deſpiſed 
Lord, deſpiſed theCommanament of the Lord, and given the 

„ alch*"'es of the Lord occaſion to blaſpheme ; therefore fo and fo 
* v8 puniſh you. ** Therefore lays David to God, Agains? 
| R Daniel 


WXCY.11, Numb. xiv. 28, 29. [ver. 9. {ver.11.. + ver. 23. Sam. 12. 
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Thee, Thee only, have I finned.— See alſo that Confeſſion if 
Daniel ix. 9—12, And that large Repreſentation of t 
Nature of what paſſed between God and his People of old 
and the Reaſons and Grounds of the Judgments inffictef 
upon them, in Ezek. xx. throughout. — The Scripture ey 4 
ſuppoſes, that all Manner of Sin, of what Kind ſocver, if 
committed againſt the Lord, who is conſtantly conſidered af 
GOVERNOUR of the World; and therefore the Sinne 
is viewed as a Rebel. — But to rebel againft the Lord, is u 

deſpiſe him , and to deſpiſe his Commands, in Scripture-AcÞi 
count. But to dz/piſe GOD MOST HIGH,is infinitely mor 
vile, than to injure ſuch Worms of the Duſt, as we Mortal; 
becauſe God is infinitely greater and better. * This thereto 
is the great Evil in Sin, which is reſpected, when tempcri 1 a 
Judgments are threatned in the old Teftament, and when νσι 

nal Damnation is threatened in the NEW: ſo that it is ev 
dently a Point, every where in the BIBLE, taken for grantech 
that the great Evil of Sin conſiſts in its being commirre(l 
againſt GOD. Havin 


* To deſpiſe God moſt high, is infinitely more wile, than to injure ſuch Worms i 
the Duſt, as we Mertals ; becauſe Ged is infinitely greater & better. — 
Therefore, (1.) We are under infinite Obligations toVirtue, antecedenii 
to any ſelfiſh Conſiderations. And fo (2) There is an infinite Evil 
Sin, over and above its natural Tendency to promote the Miſery 
our Selves or Neighbours.---And conſequently (3.) It deſerves an inh 
nite Puniſhment to be inflicted, over and above that Pain which natu 
rally reſults from it.— — And hence (4.) A rational Account may be 
given of the Eternity of Hell Torments.---And (5) We way ſee why ſuch 
an Atonement for Sin was needful, as the Blood of the SON of GOD. 
And now alſo (6.) We may ſee the true Nature of the modern Scheme 
Divinity. They ſay, — Our great Obligation to Virtue ariſes fron 
its Tendency to make us happy ; --- therefore the great Evil of Sin con 
ſiſts in its Tendency to make us miſerable : and ſo Sin is not 2 
infinite Evil, —— nor does it deſerve an infinite Puniſhment, nor wil 
Hell-Torments be eternal —— nor was an infinite Satisfaction to 
divine Juſtice needfal, nor indeed, ſtrictly ſpeaking, any Sat 
faction to divine ſuſtice at all: So, no Need of a GOD for od 
Redeemer ; — Hence, Chriſt Jeſus was but a mere Man ; -— nd 
the Goſpel,only the Religion of Nature republiſhed & reinforced, &c.& 
It is all becauſe they know not the Lord. As it is written, The Fel Jail 
in hisHeart,T here is noGod : corrupt are they. For having nosSenſe of Gol 
upon their Hearts, or of the Importance of his Henour and Glory 
they are prepared to imagine, that the Happineſs ef the Creature is k 


as. committed again} GOD. 23 


Having thus gone thro* with what was propoſed, ſome 


N 90 marks may be made, and then the whole be applied ro our 
fle! 1 Uſe. 

e er RZMARK r. How different a Thing is SIN from what an 
ver, ate rebellious World naturally imagine — How blind are 
red i naturally to the infinite Greatneſs, Majeſty and Glory of 


OD! How inſenſible of the Honourableneſs of the almighty 
brd of Heaven and Earth, and of his Worthineſs to be 
Fed, honoured and obeyed ! If any of our Fellow-Mor- 
Ws deſpiſe, affront or injure us, they touch, as it were, the 
ple of our Eye: but God may be abuſed, and we take 


erectile or no Notice of it. A thouſand Times Men break his 
pers, and a thoutand Times they deſpiſe & affront him by 
n er ſiaful Doings; while they are poſleſſed of ſuch a pro- 


is evi 4 pious Degree of Stupidity, as not to paſs a ſingle Tho't 
rantcd on it. And ſhould any charge them with de/p;/ing the 
mitte, there are many would be ready to ſay (with thoſe 
avid. 1. 6.) Wherein have we deſpiſed bim? * You deſpiſe 

od in your Cl--ſets, in your Family-Worſhip, in your 
W publick Worſhip, and at the Lord's Table: and yer, O 
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FA ſecure Sinner, will you ſtill ſay, #berein do I deſpiſe bim? 


Tou give your choiceſt Aﬀections to Idols, and offer the 


Fab Blind and the Sick to the Lord: yea, a blind and a dead 
an ini Heart. —Is it not burdenſome to maintain ſecret Prayer? 
1 ny and more tedious to ſpend an Hour alone with God, than 
why fad a whole Day with vain Company ? And is not this to 
of GOD deſpiſe the Lord ? Offer ſuch Treatment to your Compa- 
Scheme i nions? Let them fee that you are weary of their Com- 
751 dn pany 3 even then, when you are waiting upon them with 
5 D 2 Pretences 


nor wil 

action te greateſt Importance of any Thing in Heaven or Earth. As tho' 
ny Satie Creature were better than the Creator----which is to make a God 
D for cue the Creature - which prepares the Way in their Scheme, to make 


— a Creature of GOD, i. e. of 7e/us Chriſt, who is over all GOD bleed for 
d, &c. & Wver,—who yet, ſay they, is but a mere Creature, For valuin g 
Fool Jail ¶Rbemſelves ſo high, and GOD fo low, hence they ſee but little or no 
ſe of Oo il in Sin as it is in God : and ſo feel little or no want of a Re- 

Glory Remer, or of an Atonement : ſo no need of a GOP, to interpoſe and 
ture is ie in their Behalf: a meer Creature might anſ» er all the Ends need- 


wb therefore they are prepared to think 7e/us Chrift was no more; 
d it is not what the Scripture ſays, but what ſuits with their own No- 
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<« Pretences of the greateſt Reſpect: and will they acceWMWict! 
«* it at your Hands? or be pleaſed with your Conduct? n 1 
* ſides, you are continually deſpiſing God in your da\8WWhrfu 
«« Courſe, by a Diſpoſition to take greater Delight in H w. 
* Things of the World, and in the Way of Sin, than in YC 
< ever bleſſed God: and by a Diſpoſition to love your elfar 
„ more than Him; and be more concerned for your HWoic 
* nour and Intereſt in the World, than for God's GlorWich 
% and the Intereſt of his Son's Kingdom.— And you c 
e piſe the Lord, and deſpiſe the Commandments of , 
Lord, in every of your Thoughts, Words and Action, 
te thatare in any Meaſure injurious to your Fellow- Cr: Ad 
* tures.” But ſuch is the Sottiſhneſs of a ſecure Sinner, 
he ſcarce paſſes a ſingle Thought upon it, tor Days ai 
Weeks and Months and Years, how the infinitely glori 
and ever: bleſſed GOD, is by him continually affronted aq 
deſpiſed. I 
But, turn the Tables Let the ſecure Sinner meet wil 
Abuſes from his Neighbours : let him be deſpiſed : let hij; 
be ſcorned : let even his Interiours treat him withContemp'Þ 
let his Name be caſt out as evil, by all Men: let every Ma 
Hand be againſt him, to defraud him in their Dealing vi 
him, to diſappoint him and vex him: And now he will te 
it; it will reach his Heart; he will think of it Night a 
Day; aggravate it continually; and be ready to cry c 
« Never was Mortal abuſed as Jam! Never were there {u 
« wicked Doings in the World before!“ 
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If GOD is deſpiſed, affronted, and abuſed ; the Sinner 

Heart is a, Heart of Stcne : he can't feel it: for ht does ni 
care for God. But let it come to his own Caſe; and | 
Heart is a Heert of Fleſh, very tender; as tender as the A 
ple of one's Eye : every Thing touches him to the quick 
tor he loves himſelf dearly,— If God is abuſed and 1myure 
an apoſtateWorld care little about it: but if themſelves a 
. wronged, it is highly reſented.— Hence, this is the Der 
- of ungodly ſelfiſh Hearts, viz. TE creAT Evil cr 8 
CONSISTS IN {ITS BEING Ax INJURIOUS THING TO 


Nor, indeed, is it very ſtrange, that a rebellious World 4 


as committed againſt GO D. 235 


acceWMicrle for God's Honour. For this is the Nature & Way 
L ? Rebels in earthly Kingdoms; when they have caſt off their 
r dai öcful Sovereign, and turned Enemies to him, they care 
in hat becomes of him, nor how he is treated. Their 
1 in iy Concern is about themſelves, and to ſecure their own 
our elfare. In order to which, they may do many toilſom and 
ur Hioic Deeds, and call them by the Name ot VIRT UE, “ 
GlorWich Virtue of theirs they may honour and reward, and 
du ec labour 
of 18-1! tbe by the Name of VIRTUE. When M1LTox has repreſented 
\ Ct: or WW ocan, the mighty Chief among the Powers of Darkneſs, as willing, at 
y- Cr: Adventures, to undertake a Voyage from Hell to Earth, in order to 


«r | cduce Man, and find out for the mſelves a Habitation more comforta- 
ner, e than that burning Lake: he introduces all the i»/crnal Crow,as pay- 


ays is a publick Honour to his VieTus. 

gloTi — 8 They -roſe : 

red * * Towards him they bend 
Wich awful Reverence prone; and as a God 

ect vg 


« Extol him equal to the higheſt in Heaven: 

« Nor fail'd they to expreſs how much they prais'd, 
„That for the general Safety he deſpis'd 

« His own : ( for neither do the Spirits damn'd 

« Loſe all their Yirtaze ; leſt bad Men ſhould boaſt 
Their ſpecious Deeds on Earth, which Glory excites ; 
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ght aß © Or cloſe Ambition varniſh'd o'er with Zeal. ) ” : 
cry OU Milton, Paradiſe loſt, Book ii. lin. 575. 
ere in the ſame Page, in very beautiful Lines, he intimates, what indeed 


V agreable to our Saviour's Words, Mate. xii. 25,26. that there is a 
Treat Appearance of Love and good Agreement among Dew//s : the 
Ningdoms of this World are divided againſt themſelves ; but Satan's 
Kingdom is not. And elſewhere the following Lines. 


does 1 © O Shame to Men! Devil with Devil damn'd 

and | © Firm Concord holds, Men only diſagree, 

the AN © Of Creatures rational, though under hope 

e quick © Of heav'nly Grace : and, God proclaiming Peace, 

| injuree * Yet live in Hatred, Enmity and Strife 

elves Among themſelves, and levy cruel Wars, 

Don © Waſting the Earth, each other to deſtroy : 

cr Sl if (which might induce us to accord) 

ro Man had not helliſm Foes enow beſides, | 

orld cal That, Day and Night, for his Deſtruction wait Fe | 

i | Par, Loſt. Book ii, l. 496. 4 
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labour to countenance & promote it; but it is all the wh 
only to ſerve their own Ends. And they are nevertheleſs , 
Company of Rebels, in theEſtimation of their rightful SoveR 
reign, —The Application is eaſy. TT. 


Ram. 2. How amazing is the Patience of God, 7 > 
a rebellious guilly World ! and how aſtoniſting the div 
| Goodneſs, which ſends Rain and fruitful Seaſons, filing then 
Hearts with Food and Gladneſs, when Hell is their prop 
Place, andthe Pains of the Damned their juſt Dejert l Gui 
looks down from Heaven upon the Children of Men, and x | 
beholds the Work of his Hands combin'd in Rebellion 28 
gainſt him, their rightful Sovereign: contemning his Natur 
and Will, deſpiſing his Law and Authority, and of a Ten 
per bad enough to dethrone him, and overturn his univeri 
ſal Government, had they ſufficient Power on their Side WE... 
and conſcious to his own infinite Glory, and to the Reaſons 14 N 
bleneſs and Excellency of his Government, and the inn... 
Obligations his Creatures are under to him; he has an ade Her. 
quate Idea of the infinite Vileneſs of their Temper & Coe 
duct, and of the infinite Provocation they give him, imme-W god 
diately to come out againlt them : yet he ſtays his Hand WW 
He holds back Deſtruction : He waits upon a guilty World 10 
from Age to Age; and feeds and cloaths the Wretches tha 


; : ven, 

aftront him to his Face. But the 
REM. 3 eral 

And yet the little Appearance of publick Lowe and publict Spirit there! 8 he 
among Mankind, altho' not ſo well united among themſelves as Dai piſcd 


be, is by ſome Writers wonderfully applauded, as true Virtue, and ule his E 
as an unanſwerable Argument, to prove that Mankind zaturally have, it is 
in a Meaſure, that moral Image of God, which 'tis acknowledged tit 
Devils have totally loſt : and that notwithſtanding we are repreſented 
in Scripture as being dead in Sin (Eph. iii. 1.)--- by Nature Children 9 
Wrath (ver. 3:) Enemies to God (Rom. v. 10.) --- Enmity againſt bin 
(Rom. vii. 7.) : 


j Yet be flays bis Hand, N. B. It is, in Scripture, 2ttributed to tht 
GRE AINESS of GOD's Power, that he is able to contain Himſelf, and 
to keep back his Hand from deſtroying the God-provoking Sinner im, 
mediately. Numb. xiv. 17. And had he not a Strength and Fortitude df 
Mind infinitely, great, it would doubtleſs be beyond him to bear with 
Mankind a Minute longer. Such infinite Provocations would be i 

much for any but an infinite Patience. 


| as committed againſt GOD. 27 

re. 3. How dreadful will the Day of Wrath be ! and 
whit % miſerable the State of the obſtinate Sinner | when Ged's 
lcls ih: ;ence ſhall be at an End, and hi: Hand ſhall take beld onVen- 
SOV ce, and render a Recompence to the Wicked, equal to the 
WWE nite Evil of their Sins. —l one Sin, and the leaſt Sin, has 
WW oreat an Evil in it, and deſerves ſo great a Puniſhment ; 
warlf w dreadful muſt their State be, who have committed Hun- 
arvinW-4s and Thouſands and Millions of Sins, and Sins of the 
ei geſt Size, wherein they have caſt the greateſt Contempt on 
Pr MOST HIGH, Millions of Times over! Their Tor— 
Ga 1 nts mult be, not only eternal, but exceeding intenſe and 
„ ary dr-adful. The leaſt Sin deſerves eternal Damnation ;* 
ion 1 Degree of Guilt deſerves a proportionable Degree of 
Natur: Woiſhment ; the more guilty, the more milerable : | the 
Tem 1 ments of the Damned will therefore be not only eternal 
1010 Duration, but moſt dreadful in Degree. Hence it is 
Side itten, that God will ſhew bis Hratb and make bis Power 
atom in their Deſtruction. | His Power was made known 
infinicg reating the Heavens and the Earth: and by the ſame 


. ** * p 2 . ' ” 
an acc yer theſe Heavens and Earth, which are now kept inStore, 


x Con- ! ved unto Fire, againſt the Day of Judgment, and Perdition 
imme ungodly Men; 1 ſay, by the fame Power, which firſt created 
5 l Im, they ſhall at laſt be diſſolved, burnt up, melted; and fo 
Wor 


turned into a Lake of Fire and Brimſtone : and when the 
Pvent ſhall paſs awny with a great Noiſe, all in a Flame, 
the whole material Univerle be hurled together to one 
eral Heap, then his Power will be made known. } And 
„mere he will h his Wrath. Now God is inſulted and 
as Hu piſcd by Worms of the Duſt ; and yet is very bountiful 
and uſed iis Enemies, and ſeems to take no Notice of their Affronts. 
ally hae it is written, 7 heſeT hings haſt thau done, and I kept Silence. J. 


1es tha 


EM. bf 


— * now is the Time for Patience to reign: But when the 
hildren F Wratb comes, “ God will let all the World ſee and 
gainſ! bin pw, how infinitely vile it is, for Worms to riſe in Rebel- 


againſt the MOST HIGH. When e Heavens begin 


ed to . de on Fire, and the Elements to melt with fervent Heat, a 
_—_ ty World will begin effectually to be wuſed to a Senſe 
a hat they have done. NowGod will ſhew his Wrath; and 


bear W. 


a rebellious World will feel their Guilt, RxRMu:. 
14 be . p 


Gal. iii, 10. Pſal. I. 21. 
Rom, ii 6. 2 eel 1 * 


| Rom. ix. 22. 
12218 
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REM. 4. How far beyond the Capacity of any finite Ce 
ture is it, to make Amends to God for the leaſt Sin,which ur 
fuch an infiniteContempt upon the Meſt High A Worm n [ $ OV 
_ riſe in Rebellion againſt the great Jehovah, and may d<(yS of 
God, & deſpiſe the Commandments of God, and make a l nd { 
Matter of it : But if he would give Thouſand: of Rams, 4 4 ch a 
en Thouſands of Rivers of Oil, to makeAmends for hisTringl pa pt 
it would not anſwer, Yea, if he would give his Firſt-u 
for bis Tranſgreſſton, and the Fruit of his Body for the Sin f 
Soul, it would not avail. * It is eaſy, for a haughty Worm! 4 1 


deſpiſe the Majesty of Heaven : but it is beyond the Rea 4 * 
of all created Nature, to make a proper Amends to God | . ated 
fuch an Injury. It is, even between Man & Man, eaſier 1 
do Wrong, than to undo it: but it is clean beyond the wh. 15 
Creation, to makeAmends to God for the leaſt Sin. For WF all 
requires an infinite Atonement: : but if all finite Creature: ual t 
Heaven and Earth ſhould join tog=ther to do & ſuffer ti '7? 
utmoſt, it would not amount to any Thing infinite. — A deſp 
beſides, What can a Creature do towards making the gn; 
Degree of Atonement for Sin? For, what he docs, mu Pa 
either be, what God requires, or what God does not requi þ x 
Wis: by Shar God does" not require, God will not accept + l 
it; for there is no Virtue in it: And if it be no more th. to 
what God requires, it is no more than his Duty. And h 2 
paying a preſent Debt, can't atone for a Fault that is pa 75s 


The Creature is not his own, he wholly belongs to God, ail 
all that he hath ; he has nothing therefore to give to G 
but what is his own already. If he gives himſelf to G0 
wholly to God, it is the moſt that he can do: and yet! 
was wholly the Lord's before. It is beyond the Capacity 
the Creature, therefore, to make the leaſt Degree of Acton 
ment for Sin. He may juſtly lie under the whole Guilr,at 
be expoſed to the whole Puniſhment of it, notwithſtancit 
the utmoſt he can do: If ever he is ſaved, therefore, it mul 
be by free Grace thro' Jeſus Chriſt, 
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Rem. g. How adſolutely neceſſary was it, that our H 
DEEMER ſhould be GOD !—For otherwiſe, he could ha 


nothing * 3s ral his own; and fo nothing to cffer, for! 


mal 
* 


Mi 


| 
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e Ce Atonement, But being by Nature GOD, he is now 
ich cj rurally his own ; and ſo may offer ro God, that which is 
mm F s own, and that which is of infinite Worth too. A Be- 
deſi of infinite Dignity can make an infinite Atonement, 
a lied ſuch an Atonement it was, that we needed. Without 
ns, ch an Atonement, we muſt have periſhed. Therefore, 
pd purchaſed his Church with his own Blood. * 


4 


t- 
Si Ru. 6. How great is the Goodneſs of God, that he could 


Vorn in his Heart, to give bis only begotten SON to die for 
Red h an apoftate, rebellious, guilty Race ! A Race, which had 
God i [ ated him ſo vilely, that in Honour he could not pardon 
eaſicr em, — the Honour of himſelf, of his Holineſs and Juſtice, 
ie h his Law and Government, and ſacred Authority, would 

Fo WP" allow of their being pardoned, — unleſs his own Son, 
\turee ual to himſelt in Power and Glory, were ſet forth to be 
Propitiation for Sin. + ARacezthat are habitually inclined 


er the ; > "©4306 
HER deſpiſe him, caſt off his Government, walk contrary to 
he m; and who, were they able, would ſoon join in the moſt 
„, wa pious Attempt againſt his Crown and glorious Dignity, 
requirM chat he could find in his Heart, to love and pity them 
ccept d this, to ſo great a Degree, as to give his only begotten 
el JN to die in their Stead; and now, thro' him, offer to 
And conciled, and invite them to return, and tender them 
is pal rdon, Peace and eternal Liſe; — This is the meſt aſtoniſb- 
Z0d, af Goodneſs / Saks | : 
to G6 
to G0 Ar FrfLIIOATI ON. 
| vet! 
Aar NOW, are you convinced of theſe Truths? Do you 
Aron dk upon Sin in this Light? Are you ſenſible, that all 
wile, ais thus againſt God, againſt his Nature, Law, Authority, 
(tancinfie2our, &c. ?—Do you know, that this is God's World ? 
it mil at you are God's Creatures and Subjects? That he 
| your Lord and Owner? That he has an entire 
git to you, and an abſolute Authority over you ? Thar 
„r re entirely dependent upon Him, infinitely indebted to 
1d hf abſolutely under hisGovernment ? —And do you know, 
er, for the LORD your GOD is a GREAT GOD, and a 
mal EL ' GREAT 


AQ xx, a8, + Rom. ii. 2, 26, 
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GREAT KING, infinitely worthy of all Love, Honour a | 
Obedience? And do you ſee what a great Evil it is, tor ena. 
in Rebellion againſt the MOST HIGH, light his Auth 
rity, throw off his Government, break his Law, go contra 4 
to Him, do the abominable Thing which his Soul hates 
Do you fee what Contempt this caſts upon God? Ane PE 
how it tends to grieve his Heart? For a Worm to ſet fi 
againſt the ALMIGHTY ! For a Creature, abſolutely d 
pendent, to turn his Back upon his Creator, in whoſe Hand 
his Lite and Breath is, and whoſe are all his Ways ! To lo 
Sin more than the infinitely glorious God! To delight if 
earthly Pleaſures more than in the ſupreme Fountaia of 
Good To be more concerned to pleaſe Fellow-Rebe)s af 
ſecure their Favour, than to pleaſe the ſovereign Lord qq 
the Univerſe, and ſecure his Favour ! Do you ſee the inf 
nite Malignity of ſuch a Conduct? f 
Oh Sinner! if you never ſaw the great Evil of SIN, . 
are to this Day a Stranger to God, and blind to the infin | 
Beauty of his Nature; and are to this Day under the Pow 
of Sin, and in an impenitent & unpardoned State. Nev 
was a Sinner pardoned, while impenitent : never was a 8 
ner truly peoitent, while inſenſible of the great Evil of Sin 
and never did a Sinner fee the great Evil of Sin, before 
was firſt acquainted with the infinitely great and glorio 
God. Lou may indeed have been ſorry tor Sin on other Al 
counts; as, that you have expoled your ſelf to Shame it 
fore Men; or hurt your Eſtate; or bro't God's Judgmer 
upon you in this Lite; or expoſed your ſelf to his Jucy 
ments in the Life to come: Or, pet haps, in Times paſt, 30 
have been greatly awakened, and terrified, and then filled wi 
Joy and even raviſhed, thro' a falſe, but confident Perſwali 
your Sins were pardoned ; and in Conſequence of this, ir0 
natural Gratitude, have felt real Grief, tor your Sins agall 
God, conſidered merely as your great Benefaftor.* But it jo 
never ſaw the great Evil of Sin, as it is againſt a God who 
ö 8 * infinite 
„That thoſe religious Affections, wich Men may have towards God cot 
dered merely under the Notion of a Benefa&or, are not of the Naw 
ol ſaving Grace, is evident from Jeb i. 9,10, 11. & Maltb. v 40. 


* 
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fiaitely glorious in bimſelf, your Repentance was never 
enuine: and you are yet unpardoned, | 


\ Ut hi b | . | 
"8 Here it may be obſerved, that, if ever Men were thro'ly 
NC . b 4 * 
en onvinced of this great Evil of Sin, the Conviction would 
e permanent and abiding. For where true Grace is ever 
4 


rought in the Heart, it will continue. The Water, that 
Fri gives, will be in us a never-failing Fountain, e Well 
Water, ſpringing up into everlaſting Life. + Thoſe, there- 


A Pre, who were greatly terrified with their Sin & Guilt ſome 
: ears ago, but have ſince learnt to make a light Matter of 
gh o, and can eaſily get quiet, and go on in their evil Ways, 


hey never truly ſaw the great Evil of Sin.— Lea, I may add, 
What where true Grace was ever wrought in the Heart, it 
vil! not only continue, bur increaſe ; like the Muſtard: Seed, 
B-bich grows into a Tree; || and ſo a Sight and Senſe of the 


AL Wis Glory, and of their Obligations to him: fo proportiona- 
Pong ly will they ſee more and more of the infinite Evil there is 
Na is, as it is againſt him. The Caſe therefore may ſoon 
_— decided againſt all thoſe, who were once awakened and 
of Sin Enlightned, bur have ſince fallen away, and returned 1th 


Jie Dog to his Vomit, and with the Sow that was waſhed to 
ber wallowing in the Mire. Their Eyes never were truly 
ppened : the Heart of Stone was never taken away: They 
ame Mever taſted the Bitterneſs of Sin to good Purpoſe: and they 
are ſtill in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bonds of Iniquity : t And 


s fu ut return to their Awakenings and Sorrows again, in this 
vaſt h Yorld, or in the World to come. 

led wil ; 

r{wali Anſwer me, to theſe fix Queſtions. 

lis, fro 


I. Does God's Government appear reaſonable, and his Law 


„ *—Bebold, and ſee bow God governs the World z ob- 
0 uon e how he looks upon Sin, and how he treats it. The 
asg ng Angels, tor their firſt 'Tranſgreflion, are turned out of 


eaven,and doomed to an eternal Hell.—Our fallen World 
Goc,co E 2 too, 


1 Joh. iv. 14. Matt, xii, 31. 32. * 2 Pet. ii. 22. 1 AR. viii 23» 
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too, but for the Interpoſition of a Mediator, had ſunk in ces, 
eternal Ruin.—Every impenitent Sinner will, at the Day ere 
1 be ſentenced to depart to everlaſting Burning. ou 

low, does jt appear reaſonable, that Sin ſhould be ſo lever: es, 
ly puniſhed ?— In Heaven, they cry, Hallelujah ! juſt ani 1 
righteous are thy Judgmenis, Lord God Almighty ! But whali 
js the Language of your Heart? Say, do you appro [ 
God's Government? or be you an Enemy to it ?—And, ili 
all this, God does but proceed exactly according to LAW 
For the Law ſays, Curſed is every one that continues not in . 
T hings.*—Now, do you heartily approve the Law as fir: 
guft, that threatens eternal Damnation for the leaſt Sin 
Does Sin appear ſo great an Evil, as to deſerve, in all Real 
ſon and Juſtice, to be ſo ſeverely puniſhed ? Put it to youll 

own Caſe ; and can you juſtify God and his Law? 


Y 


ibut 
re M 


2. Can you juſtify God in bis preſent Diſpenſations toward 
you ?2 How are you actually affected nth 5 thoſe Chaſtiſc 
ments, which God. inflicts upon you for Sin in thi 
Word? - When God told David, that for his Sins, hill 
Wives ſhould be defiled in the Sight of the Sun, the Sword neuf 
depart from bis Houſe, and his Child ſhould die; + penitenil 
David ſays, Againſt Thee, Thee only, have I ſinned, and don 
his Evil in thySight : wherefore thou art juft when thou [pcat fs * 
eff, and clear when thou judgeſt. And when, afterwards, lM 
fled out of Jeruſalem, from the Face of Ab/olom, and Shim 
- curſed him, and ſaid, Come out, come out, thou bloody Man 
bre ken- hearted David ſaid, The Lord hath bidden him, Lt 
him alone.] For he plainly ſaw, he deſerved it at the Hand: 
of God — And is it the native Language of your Heer, 


when God lays his Hand heavy upon you — Krphteous Rings 
tbou,O Lord } + Can you juſtity God in his Diſpenſations to- doin 


wards you? Gud always, in this World, puniſhes us far M what 
than our Iniquities deſerve : F And a Sight of the gie 
Evil of Sin will effectually make it appear ſo to us. 


2. J it become natural to yeu, to lock upon Hell as you 
proper Duc, in ſuch Sort, as that every Thing in your Circun. 


Hance), 


Kal. ii. 13. f 2 Sam. xit. 2 Sam. xyi. jer. xii. 1. t Ezra 15 
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K inne, wherein you are better on't than the Damned, appears 
Jay ere, pure Mercy? Are you fo vile, and Hell-deſerving, 
gs. our own Account? Do you appear fo, in your own 
even es, as in the Sight of God? And do you accordingly 
/t an ribute all you have, that is better than Hell, to mere, 
Whale Mercy? And go up and down the World, wondring 
prot 4 he Goodneſs and Patience of God? Theſe Things na- 
nd, Mally ariſe from a Sight of the great Evil of Sin. 

AVE | 


in a. Do you deſerve eternal Damnation, Now, to your own 


tri \b/e 2nd Apprebenſion, as much as ever you did? Be it fo, 
t Sint you have been brought to true Repentance for your 


| Revit Sins, and have been fincerely devoted to God for theſe 


o you Years, and that you live a Life of Penitency and 
p Wy Sorrow from Day to Day, and enjoy ſweet Commu- 
Wn with God, and a Senſe of his Favour ; and have good 
ard pes of eternal Life; yer, conſidered merely as in your 
jaſtiſe . in ſtrict Juſtice, what do you deſerve at the Hands of 
n thilflh$d ? Do you deſerve Hell ſtill ? And do you deſerve it 
5, bimuch as ever you did? Or does it ſeem as if you had 
d nevi de ſome Amends for the Sins of former Years, by your 
eniteuf pentance and Piety ſince? Or does your daily Repen- 
d dene make any Amends to God for your daily Short-com- 
ſpeak: Ws ? If you ſee the great Evil of Sin, it will be a clear 
ds, bee ro you, that you never did, nor ever can, make the 
hinauf ee to God, for the leaſt Sin. And therefore, 
Man ead of imagining, that you deſerve better at the Hands 
n, L God than once you did, you will naturally fee, that you 
Handi more and more unworthy and ill-deſerving. For, 
Hear, des former Tranſgreſſions, there are your daily Short- 
015 e nings, whereby you are continually meriting Hell, with- 
ons to-. doing any Thing, in the leaſt Meaſure, to make Amends 
far H what is paſt, | 
real 
1 And now, 
5. Do all your Hopes of finding Mercy at laſt, take their 
e, only and abſolutely, from the free Grace of God, thro' 
i, as revealed in the Goſpel? St. Paul was doubtleſs 
of the holieſt Men, that ever lived : yet no Man ſeems 
| | | * a 


@s5 you 
Or cum 
ance, 


T8 1,15 


1 „ Eph. iu, 8. + Rom. iii. 24. Phil. WW. 3. 
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Jo ſenſible. of his own Vilenels, and Need of Chriſt and fn 


Grace, The Law, ſays he, is ſpiritual ; But I am carn F te 
feld under Sin. Ob wretched Man that I am ! + I an 17755 
than the lea of all Saints.“ By the Deeds of the Lau en 
Fleſb can be juſtified. | And he ever looks to be juſtificd proa 
free Grace, thro” tbe Redemplion that is in Cbriſt Jeſus... | mM 
is concerned, to be found, not in bimſelf, having on bi is 
Righteouſneſs ; but t be found in Chriſt, baving on bi, Ki + litt 
tecuſneſs, 4 In a Word, it was his Character, io 4/4 y 7 
Ged in the Spirit, to rejoyce in Cbriſt Jeſus, and have no C in Co 
Fdence in tbe Il And this, which was his Char adler, ee o. 
be your Nature, if you really ſee the great Evil of Sin. be th 
6. Is it become natural to you, to be afraid of SIN, of wT 
Sin, as the greateſt Evil? Are you afraid of ſecret, as 
as open Sins? Of finful Thoughts, as well as ſinful Ad Haw 
ons? Of an ungracious, unholy Frame of Heart, as wel atial 
an unholy Life? Are you afraid of having your Heart tu perie 
away from God, the Fountain of all Good ? Of loſige , but 
Reliſh for ſecret Prayer? Of wandering Thoughts on er Fa 
Sabbath, and at Sacrament ? And are you afraid of what, en 
ever tends thereto ; ſuch as, vain Company, a merry W ;, 
Living, Love to the World, neglecting to watch the len He 
Do you make Confcience of walking with God, and of mai this 
raining Communion with the meg? Higb, in your Cloſcts, H beref. 
Families, and in the Houſe of God ? Or does not a RouWa ſee, 
of Duties, and Form of Religion, content you? — Do jt 
make Conſcience of loving your Neighbour as your ſelſ, on 
doing as you would be done by; paying your Debts, at MI 
Time agreed upon, and ſhewing Mercy to the Poor? Heap 
you make Conſcience of it, to bridle your Tongue, to avaWr;;. .. 
Tattling, and acting as buſy- bodies in other Men's Matte, / 
Do you make Conſcience of it, not to miſpend your 11, . 
in fruitleſs Viſits, —at Taverns, —inFrolicks,or in any oh at E. 
vain or unprofitable Way: but to devote your Time . chigk 
all your Talents, to the Service of God ?—ltf you fee 30 wing 
Obligations to God, you will make Conſcience of pen ck D. 
I Rom. vii. 14,24. | Rom. iii. 20. 1 Phil. ini. 8, 9. 1 K 
Lak. 
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in all Things. If you fee the great Evil of Sin, you 
be afraid of it in every Shape. It it appears to you as the 


ateft of Evils, you will be moſt afraid of it. You will be 
-2U re afraid of Sin, than of any worldly Loſs, or than of any 
ified proach, or Shame, or Suffering, or than even of Dea 
+ lf. However it may be with a good Man, for a Fir, 
bi 0. is his habitual Temper. * Indeed, in genera}, Men are 
8 by t little atraid of Sin: they will go into the Way of it: 
Worſh 


y will run into Temptations, to Taverns, to Frolicks, to 
in Company; and care but little or nothing, about the 
bye of God, and ſecret Prayer: no, nor ſo much as whe- 
er they are honeſt in their Dealings, and true to their 
omiſes: And yet, alas! are ready to imagine themſelves 
be the Children of God. 


However, an habitual Senſe of the great Evil of Sin, is fo 
ential to vital Piety, that without ir, Men (let their paſt 
periences and their preſent Pretences be what they will) 
but mere Mypocrites. Their Repentance is counterfeit : 
eir Faith is falſe : their Religion is all unſound. If you 


Part tu 
loſing 
$ On! 


What ow not the great Evil of Sin, you ku nothing, yet, as you 
y Way! bt to know, You are a Stranger to God, ignorant of your 
* vn Heart, and of the deplorable Condition you are in, and 
of mal 


this Day are unhumbled, impenitent and unpardoned. 


oſets, a herefore, conſider theſe Things, anſwer theſe Queſtions ; 


wy d fee, and ſay, what is your State. 

- Dov 

r ** Oh ! how doleful is the State of ſecure, Chriſtleſs Sin- 
ts, at {| 


rs! Ar Enmity againſt God! Rebels againſt the Majeſty 
Heaven! Their Frame of Heart and Manner of Lite, a 
ntinual deſpiſing the Lord! a Grief to the boly One of 
ael ! a conſtant Provocation ! And ye: alas, they know 
not; nor does it once enter into their Hearts: They go 
Lat Eaſe, and are merry, as tho? all were well. And lit- 
think, what is juſt betore them — The Day of Accounts 
wing nigh— a Day of Darkneſs—of Gloomineſs—and of 
ck Darkneſs—and of great Wrath 


or? UL 
to ave 
Matten 
ur Tin 
any oth 
ime a 
2 ſee yo 
f pleali 

h 


* 8, 9 


Awake, 
1 3 | 


Lak. xiv. 26, 
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Awake, O ſtupid Sinner ! Look round; ſee what you 
ſee where you are; and conſider what will be the E 
Can your Hands be ſtrong, or your Heart endure, O ou 3 
Rebel, when GOD ALMIGHTY ſhall come forth to c? 


with you, according to your Crimes 


Behold, now is a Day of Grace: and God is ready to; 
reconciled : a Door of Mercy is opened, by the Blood 
the Son of GOD: Pardon and Peace are proclaimed o 
rebellious, guilty World. —Repent,therefore,and be convert: Y 
that your Sins may be blotted out.— But if after your Hlardu 
and impenitent Heart, you will venture to go on,treaſuringi* 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wratb; you are like to know. . 
to your everlaſting Sorrow, that it is a fearful and hort 


Thing, to /in againſt ihe LORD. 
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